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wary, and though they had some encouragement from
both New South Wales and Victoria to insert federal
clauses in the Acts of 1855 dealing with the new Consti-
tutions of the Australian Colonies, they refused to interfere,
believing that the present was not a proper opportunity
for such an enactment. The initiative should come from
the separate legislatures of the Colonies affected.
Henceforth the scene was wholly transferred to Australia,
British statesmen being content that tbe Colonies should
work out their own salvation in their own way. The
question of some kind of federal union was much discussed
in the Australian newspapers; but such discussion was, for
the most part, of a somewhat academic character. There
might be a community of race, language, religion, and
economic and social conditions amongst the people inhabit-
ing Australia; none the less particularist tendencies were
growing stronger day by day. It is true that Mr. Deas-
Thomson, who again took office in New South "Wales under
the new system of government, expressed the opinion that
the tariff was one of those federal arrangements which
ought not to be touched without consulting the neighbour-
ing Colonies, and added his conviction that the time was
not far distant when all the Colonies would adopt some
federal arrangement; but Mr. Deas-Thomson received no
support from any of his colleagues. It is true, also, that
Wentworth, who was at this time in England, urged,
as a leading member of the Australian Association (a body
of gentlemen interested in Australian questions), upon the
Colonial Office the necessity of permissive legislation; but
Mr. Labouchere, the Secretary for the Colonies, was very
sceptical as to the public opinion behind the federal move-
ment. He suggested, in fact, the alternative policy of
Intercolonial Conferences and co-operative action, which
for many years held the field.
Still there were not wanting signs which seemed to
presage success to the federal movement. The rapid
growth of Victoria in wealth and population owing to the